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Transcript of “Artifact 3: Constructing Knowledge” 
 

00:00 

In this video, we’re going to see what managing multiple Google Doc group activities looks like from the 

instructor’s perspective. 

 

:11 

So, this is what my desktop looks like. This is, we have 11 different tabs up here, there’s my Drive 

folder, there’s a Google Doc with the main prompt that I’ve copied and pasted into all four group activity 

docs. 

 

:30 

You see my slides, a page from my LMS, both of which at some point I screenshare here in Adobe 

Connect. I used Screencast-o-Matic on this day to record this part of class, and there’s my calendar, 

which is always in my browser.  

 

:49 

On the Google Doc itself: We are in Group 3. I always use the date and students’ names in the title of 

the actual document, just to make sure that students know that they’re in the right place.  

 

1:05 

Over here on the right, we see these six little squares indicating that six other people are in the 

document. That’s all five students and my TA, that’s great; everyone is here.  

 

1:15 

And then down here in the lower right, this is the all-important native Google Docs chat feature. This is 

the group chat for students to communicate with each other during the activity 

 

1:32 

When we shift from Adobe Connect to Google Docs, like, when we make that transition from Adobe 

Connect over to the group activity, I mute myself and blank my video so that—because the focus is 

over here in Google Docs. We’re all still in Adobe Connect. We haven’t closed out of that room; we’re 

just working over here. 

 

1:52 

So, this video excerpt is primarily visual—just watching things happen on the screen.  

 

2:01 

Things move really quickly, so I’m actually going to hang out here with you in this “director’s cut” to 

explain what’s going on.  

 

02:11 
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The first thing you’ll see me do at the top is ensure that students are talking with each other inside of 

the Google Docs. I always do this: The second we get into the activities, I open up the chat in all of the 

Google Docs and remind everybody to talk with each other. That’s the point. 

 

2:30 

So, let’s begin. 

 

[Begin Class Recording] 

 

02:36:  

All right, you see my little cursor up there... 

 

02:40 

Here I am, popping into each of the documents reminding everybody to talk with each other... 

 

02:49 

this group is already chatting...oh, this group is definitely chatting, that’s great. 

 

02:52 

Let’s see. Group 2 does not need that reminder. 

 

02:58 

Group 3, okay, they’re all working I can see their cursors are in the document, but they’re not talking 

with each other. So, this is not an independent activity... 

 

03:08 

I’m dropping another hint in the chat for folks that maybe you could start color coding in the activity 

itself. 

 

03:16 

All right, Group 2 is still doing well: People are typing, that is great... let’s see what they have to say. 

 

03:28 

Negotiating the task: I’m going to do this, do you wanna to go ahead and do this? This is beautiful. 

 

03:37 

Ooo I see a “are we supposed to...” so I happen to see that, and I respond. 

 

3:44 

All right. These people aren’t talking. Stuff is happening, but they’re not communicating with each other. 

They need to collaborate. We only have a few more minutes for this activity. Let’s check on another 

group... 

 

03:57 

Group 3. All right. Nobody’s talking. It’s time for an intervention. I need to say something. 

 

[Audio from recording begins] 
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04:07 

So, in order to get these into one paragraph, you’re going to need to cut a lot. 

 

04:17 

I recommend chatting with each other in the Google chat area so that you can develop a strategy like, a 

couple of you maybe move down to the second paragraph, start color coding see what you can cut to 

squish this into one healthy but not too long single paragraph.  

 

04:42 

Couple more minutes, but 10:10 is our drop dead, so, like 3 more minutes. That’s it. Thanks! 

 

[Audio from recording ends] 

 

04:51 

So, one of the advantages of not going into breakout rooms is that I can do those aural hints, head’s 

up, reminders, time stamps, et cetera, and… 

 

05:06 

we’ve already bounced out of that group, but we could see, that even before I was done talking with 

that little head’s up, students were already like “okay, anybody see anything to cut?” which is awesome. 

 

05:21 

So, same over here: As I’m going back through the docs, I see that students are all talking with each 

other, which is beautiful! 
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